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The impact of foreign immigration on Iran’s national security
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Abstract

One of the important issues in the field of migration of foreign nationals is its
connection with various aspects of security. The migration of these people can have
numerous security consequences for the destination countries. Iran is no exception to
this rule and in recent years, it has welcomed various groups of migrants, the
majority of whom are Afghan nationals. This trend has intensified, especially in the
last four decades, and has affected various aspects of Iran's security. Accordingly,
the present study seeks to answer the question of what impact has the migration of
Afghan nationals had on Iran's national security? To answer this question, Buzan's
cargo security theory and the Delphi method - Shannon technique were used, and the
views of 25 experts on the subject were collected. The research findings indicate that
the most important impact of Afghan migration on Iran's national security is the
"economic" impact, followed by the "social", "political”, "cultural”, and
"environmental” impacts, respectively. Also, according to experts, "increased
unemployment", "spread of crime”, "increased terrorist activities" and "expanded
marginalization™ are the four most important effects of Afghan immigration on Iran's
national security.
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