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Abstract

The complete monopoly of the tobacco trade in Iran was granted to Major Gerald F.
Talbot for 50 years in 1890. This concession was bestowed upon a British citizen
and, in fact, upon the British government within the framework of the positive
balance policy during the reign of Nasser al-Din Shah Qajar. Given the position of
the tobacco industry in the socio-economic structure of Iran during the Qajar era,
which encompassed a quarter of Iran's population of -about ten million-, it faced
widespread reaction from the Iranian people. Consequently, this event has become a
pivotal moment in Iran's political history. The tobacco affair is not only significant
in the domestic politics of contemporary Iran and is regarded as one of the roots of
the Islamic Revolution, but it also merits serious consideration in the field of
theoretical studies of foreign policy in political science in Iran and much of the
world. This article will examine the tobacco affair as a political phenomenon that
occurred 135 years ago. The main question of the article is: "Which foreign policy
sources played a more decisive role in the occurrence of the tobacco affair?" The
article's hypothesis is as follows: "The tobacco affair, in contrast to "sanctions,"
which are a tool of foreign policy of governments, can be analyzed under the title of
"boycott." The refusal's outcome is rooted in specific collective action networks and
soclal forces guided by the religious authority, which were implemented during the
Qajar dynasty as a component of foreign policy. The article's findings, derived from
a qualitative research method, do not merely involve a substitution of the term
"sanctions" with "boycott." Rather, they provide a comprehensive explanation and
analysis of a national or social variable in Iranian foreign policy that has historically
been overlooked in foreign policy studies on Iran and other analogous countries. The
clerical establishment, under the leadership of the religious authority, played a
pivotal role in this dynamic.
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1. Secondary Exploratory Research
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1. Michael Mann
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