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The Politics of Resistance in the Thought of Ayatollah Khamenei
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Abstract

The revolutionary movement of the Iranian people over the past four decades has
consistently been in friction and confrontation with the domineering tendencies and
arrogance of the material powers dominating the international arena, particularly the
United States. On the other hand, the enemies of Islamic Iran, by resorting to various
tactics—including coups, full-scale military war, support for terrorism, and severe
economic and extraterritorial sanctions—have made extensive efforts to deter the
Iranian nation from this movement. This situation underscores the daily necessity of
Iran's national steadfastness and resistance in the social and political spheres, as well
as the need for theoretical elaboration and analysis of the dimensions of this
resistance from a perspective consistent with Islamic foundations and contemporary
Iranian conditions. Utilizing thematic analysis and focusing on the statements of the
Leader of the Islamic Revolution, Ayatollah Khamenei, this article seeks to answer
the question of how the concept of resistance and its policies are formulated in
Ayatollah Khamenei’s viewpoint. In this regard, while examining the origins,
significance, conditions, and nature of this resistance, an image of the agents and
various arenas of resistance is provided, and the strategies, policies, objectives, and
consequences of Iranians' national resistance are formulated.
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