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Abstract

Decision-making in the international arena is one of the most complex
domains of foreign policy, influenced by numerous constant and variable
factors. The increasing complexity of international relations and the profound
impact of foreign policy decisions on national interests highlight the growing
necessity for a scientific and systematic understanding of decision-making
components in this field. This study aims to address the central question: what
are the dimensions and components of decision-making in the international
arena? Using a qualitative meta-synthesis method, the research follows the
seven-step framework developed by Sandelowski and Barroso. After
reviewing 98 relevant scientific sources and conducting content analysis, the
components of decision-making in the international arena were identified and
categorized into eight main dimensions: individual and personality, value and
belief, environmental and international, institutional and organizational,
national interest and expediency, rational and analytical, participatory and
public, and legal and normative. The innovation of this study lies in offering
a comprehensive and systematic framework of international decision-making
components that can serve as a foundation for analyzing and enhancing the
foreign policy decision-making process.
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