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Abstract

The concept of tolerance, as a cornerstone of multicultural and modern
societies, has consistently been a central topic in political studies. This article
examines whether the notion of madara (forbearance) in the Iranian
intellectual and cultural tradition possesses the same characteristics and
functions as modern tolerance understood as a political-legal term. The
significance of this study lies in its potential to reduce misunderstandings
arising from the imprecise application of modern concepts to historical
contexts, while offering a deeper understanding of the mechanisms of co-
existence and accommodation in the Iranian tradition. The main question of
the article concerns the similarities and differences between the premodern
concept of madara in Iranian culture and the modern notion of tolerance.
Employing an analytical-comparative approach, and drawing on primary
sources as well as historical and literary studies, this research investigates both
concepts. The findings suggest that although madara in the Iranian tradition
shares certain features with modern tolerance, it also exhibits distinctive
properties rooted in Iran’s specific cultural and historical background. More
specifically, the study demonstrates that the Iranian tradition—long before the
emergence of the modern concept of tolerance—developed effective
mechanisms for managing diversity and difference based on ethics, customary
practice, and pragmatic reasoning. These insights can contribute significantly
to contemporary studies concerning Iranian identity and cultural interaction in
today’s globalized world.

Keywords: Forbearance, Modern Tolerance, Iranian Intellectual Tradition,
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