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Abstract

Territorial disputes, regional rivalries, ideological conflicts, ethnic and tribal
conflicts, and conflicts of interest are among the most important political
challenges that constrain and threaten political security, and these challenges
are closely linked to water and related issues. The aim of this research is to
explain the effects of Turkey’s water policies in the Tigris and Euphrates basin
on the political security of Iran and Irag. The research examines the hypothesis
that Turkey’s water policies have posed significant threats to the political
security of both Iran and Iraq. The findings show that Turkey’s water policies
have strengthened the sources of power production and political security of
Turkey while reducing the sources of power production and threatening the
political security of the downstream countries, especially Irag. This has
occurred due to geopolitical and hydropolitical constraints and threats, threats
to interests and political stability, a sharp decline in freshwater resources,
increased migration, and the spread of conflicts. Consequently, the political
security of Irag and Iran has faced extensive challenges and threats because of
factors such as a long-shared border, significant political and security
interests, extensive cultural, historical, and religious commonalities, and
substantial economic and commercial relations. Data were collected through
library resources and note-taking from documents, books, articles, media, and
electronic sources.
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