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Abstract

Afghanistan has undergone two distinct experiences of political order over the past
two decades: the period of the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan following 2001 and
the return of political Islam to power in 2021. This transformation has once again
placed the relationship between the foundations of political Islam in Afghanistan
and the requirements of good governance at the center of attention. Adopting a
theoretical-analytical approach and employing documentary analysis and
secondary analysis, the present study critically examines this relationship in
Afghanistan. The main research question is: What is the relationship between the
theoretical foundations of political Islam in Afghanistan and the components of
good governance, and how is this relationship manifested in areas such as
accountability, transparency, political participation, the rule of law, and the control
of corruption?

The findings of the study indicate that the fundamental tension lies not between
Islam as a religion and good governance, but rather between a particular
interpretation of political Islam concerning legitimacy and the exercise of power, on
the one hand, and the institutional requirements of good governance, on the other.
The concentration of power, restrictions on political participation, limitations on
media freedom, and the expanding role of religious institutions in regulating the
public sphere are among the manifestations of this tension in Afghanistan after
2021. At the same time, the experience of the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan
demonstrates that the establishment of formal good-governance institutions alone
was insufficient to institutionalize accountability and transparency. Therefore, the
study concludes that analyzing governance in Afghanistan requires simultaneous
attention to both institutional structures and the foundations of political legitimacy.
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